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Former Missizaauae: -Sireetsville MPP Bob Delaney speaks to supporters at a Credit Valley Hespnal launch event in 2012. Delaney 
says that chances are “excellent” that the Ontario government won’t meet its deadline to pass the Better Local Government Act be- 
fore the Oct. 22 municipal election. (PWN File Photo) 


A legal challenge could still see vot- 
ers in Peel elect its next Regional 
Chair, says former Liberal MPP Bob 
Delaney, who is running for the posi- 
tion. 

"The government had already made 
up its mind on an issue on which it 
did not campaign. Only a successful 
court challenge could prevent the bill 
from becoming law. I believe the City 
of Toronto is considering the alterna- 


tives with its solicitors.” 

Delaney says he’s aware one 
Toronto City Councillor has asked for 
an injunction. “That matter has not 
been heard and I understand the City 
of Toronto is considering arguments 
over the legality or constitutionality of 
the law. They have not yet formally is- 
sued the challenge." 

The Ford government passed the 
Better Local Government Act, cutting 


Toronto City Council to 25 councillors 
and returning to the selection method 
of choosing Regional Chairs in Peel, 
York, Niagara and Muskoka. 
"Streamlining Toronto council wi 

help the city make decisions more 
quickly and effectively," said Steve 
Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing. 
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Delaney running no matter what the process 


Continued from Pg 1 


"It saves the city more 
than $25 million - money 
it can use to build transit, 
housing and _ infrastruc- 
ture and make life better 
for the people of Toronto.” 

The passage of the bill 
Tuesday dampened hopes 
by some Peel residents 
might elect the Chair for 
the first time. 

Just last week, Delaney 
said chances were “excel- 
lent” the government 
might fail to meet its “am- 
bitious timeline” for en- 
acting the Bill ahead of the 
October election. 

“T remain confident that 
there’s an excellent 
chance that what began as 
an election will end as an 
election,” Delaney said 
last week. 

Now that the Bill is 
passed, he says he “en- 


tered the race whether it 
be election or selection 
and I remain in the race 
whether it be a decision by 
the Peel Council or 
whether it evolved into an 
election at large in the re- 
gion." 

Last month, Premier 
Doug Ford announced 
changes to the municipal 
and regional election 
rules, slashing the number 
of city-council positions in 
Toronto and cancelling 
elections for regional 
board chairs. 

The former MPP for 
Mississauga-Streetsville 
was defeated in the June 
election by PC Candidate 
Nina Tangri. 

Peel Weekly News 
asked Delaney whether he 
thinks there’s much ap- 
petite by voters at the mu- 
nicipal level for defeated 
Liberal MPPs. 


“The people who held 
office maintain their 
standing as leaders in 
their community. The 


brand of the candidates 
was never in question. 
The brand of what they 


did while in office was 
never question and even 
the party itself was held in 
high esteem through out 
the election. That wasn’t 
the issue. “ 

His 15-year stint as MPP 


wasn’t without contro- 
versy. Most recently, he 
had to walk back com- 
ments comparing the cash 
Liberals wasted on gas 
plants to the cost of Apollo 
moon missions. 

He also caused a stir by 
saying he was “proud” of 
the province’s high levels 
of debt and “would do it 
again.” 

“We have tripled (the 
debt) and we’re proud of 
it, because we can afford 
it,” MPP Bob Delaney told 
aa budget meeting. 

He now says his "15 
years of party politics are 
now behind me.” He’s says 
making the Peel Chair po- 
sition an elected one does- 
n’t mean it was intended 
to create a ‘super mayor.’ 

"One thing we don’t 
need in the Chair of Peel 
Region is a fourth mayor 
of three cities.” 


Public health, garbage, 
water and wastewater, af- 
fordable housing and 
policing are among the 
biggest areas of the re- 
gion's responsibility. 

He says he has a number 
of priorities in mind. 
“Should the Peel Police be 
paying a little bit more at- 
tention to the root causes 
of the high insurance rates 
which are linked to insti- 
tutional fraud? That 
would be well worth pur- 
suing.” He sees the cost of 
housing as an important 
issue and says The Region 
needs to work with the 
cities and developers to 
dealing with it. 

“What can we do to in- 
sure there’s a blend of 
housing at all price points 
as we move forward?” 


‘Towe them no favours’, says Fortini of homebuilders dangling campaign cash 


by Marco Patrone 


With Brampton City Coun- 
cil pushing back against de- 
velopers seeking approval for 
more residential housing, it’s 
all the more important for 
local politicians to decline 
campaign donations from 
homebuilders, says Council- 
lor Pat Fortini. 

“T get calls from them all the 
time. I owe them nothing, 
they owe me nothing,” he told 
Peel Weekly news. 

Fortini doesn’t want to feel 
beholden to developers with 
deep pockets so for him, that 
means saying ‘no thanks’ to 
offers of campaign cash from 
builders at election time. 

“My last two elections I 
used my own money. The first 
election, I used all my own 
money. The second one I only 
got $3,050 in donations from 
friends and some neigh- 
bours.” 

Fortini, who has a back- 
ground in construction, says 
it’s critical the city stiffen its 
resolve to balance the high 
rate of residential housing 
with more commercial devel- 


opment. 

“That’s what brings in the 
revenue for the taxes. Houses 
don’t do that. That’s why our 
taxes, are not the highest but 
we're in the middle there. 
Everybody’s complaining 
about raising taxes. That’s 
where we have to concentrate. 
We're picking and choosing 
and we have to watch what 
we're doing here. The infra- 
structure is behind.” 

Since the 80’s, successive 
Brampton Councils have 
often approved residential 
home construction applica- 
tions at the expense of com- 
mercial land. 

It’s been lucrative for devel- 
opers and fed the need to 
house a growing population, 
but its undermined the City’s 
commercial base and ce- 
mented Brampton's ‘bedroom 
community’ status. 

“We do have lots of land, 
but we do have to preserve 
some of it for job creation. 
Mississauga has so many 
businesses next to us so 
they’re getting revenues from 


DIXIE 


(ii) AUTOPRO 


905-454-0030 


the taxes and we here have to 
depend on the homes to 
maintain what we have. We 
have to take it easy, not just 
jump on the houses all the 
time.” 

The City can’t prevent de- 
velopers from applying to 
build subdivisions. If re- 
jected, they can appeal their 
application to the Local Plan- 
ning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT). 

Last February, Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey warned the sprawling 
residential home construction 
is cutting into land that 
should be used for local em- 
ployment. 

“I am concerned that with- 
out a plan to protect employ- 
ment lands in Brampton we 
are risking our future pros- 
perity,” she told the City’s 
Board of Trade. 

The need to bring more jobs 
and increase the tax base has 
become an election issue. 
Mayoralty candidate Patrick 
Brown calls it a ‘ballot ques- 
tion’ and vows to do more to 
help Brampton residents find 
jobs in town rather than 


9878 Dixie Road, Brampton-e§ 


being forced to commute. 

“The reason there’s such a 
thirst for change in Brampton 
is because people aren’t 
happy crime is up, aren’t 
happy traffic is at a standstill, 
aren’t happy there’s a lack of 
good paying jobs and they 
have to leave town to go to 
work. That’s going to be the 
ballot question, do we want 
the same old, same old or do 
we want a new approach,” 
Brown told Peel Weekly 
News. 

In the last campaign in 
2014, Fortini vowed to bring 
more jobs to the City and says 
there have been a number of 
key successes. 

“The university came 
thanks to Mayor Linda Jef- 
frey and her group who 
worked hard on it, I’m glad 
we got one coming. We got 
the Hyatt coming, breaking 
ground in September. “ 

“Now we're working on a 
project ’'m not supposed to 
talk about called the Fantastic 
410. It’s going to be an indoor 
water park all year round. 


They're going to be bringin 

nindreds of Baillions of aol 
lars into the city. They con- 
tacted me and I got the Mayor 
and Martin Medeiros in- 
volved. It’s coming along re- 


ally great. They purchased a 
property and it’s going to cre- 
ate 800 to 1000 jobs all year 
around,” Fortini said. 
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More than 150 municipal candidates 
throughout Peel are celebrating the sum- 
mer season at a variety of events and ini- 
tiatives throughout the region, as part of 
the leadup to the Oct. 22 election. 


In Brampton, multiple candidates at- 


| tended the Knights Table Brampton’s an- 


nual car wash and barbecue, including 
mayoral hopeful Wesley Jackson and 
Ward 3 & 4 incumbent Jeff Bowman 
(upper-right), while supporters of the 
Bethell Hospice Foundation came out to 
raise money for the organization during 
the Glen Eagle Charity Classic, including 
Ward 3 & 4 regional incumbent John 
Sanderson (upper-left). 


In Caledon, the recent announcement 


~ about Amazon’s plan to bring a process- 


ing plant to the Bolton area has resulted 
in much-needed discussion between can- 
didates over local investment and future 


4, steps with regards to development. 


| CALEDON 


nf he 
Mississauga kicked off a flurry of late 
summer events with the launch cere- 
mony for the Ontario 55+ Summer 
Games, which saw many candidates, in- 
cluding Ward 7 challenger Leslie Zurek- 
Silvestri (centre) and Ward 10 challenger 
Mazin Al-Ezzi affirm their commitment 
to the support of local athletes in the city. 


Ward 1 will be a key riding to watch in 
south Mississauga, with eight chal- 
lengers vying to follow in the footsteps of 
the late Councillor Jim Tovey. Multiple 
candidates, including Brad Butt (left, at 
the annual Miss. Chinese Business Asso- 
ciation annual barbecue) and Stephen 
Dasko (above, with Hazel McCallion) 
have affirmed their commitment to help- 
ing “Ward 1derful” grow via local proj- 
ects like Lakeview Village and Inspiration 
Port Credit. 


(PWN Staff/Submitted Photos) 
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Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


Ina perfect media environ- 
ment where we had real jour- 
nalists who were genuinely 
fair and balanced in their 
coverage; Ontario News Now 
would not be necessary. 

Sadly, for Conservatives 
who must try to cut through 
the biased coverage of the 
liberal press, it is necessary. 

As far as the mainstream 
media goes, fair and bal- 
anced news coverage only 
exists in the land of make be- 
lieve. The proof is every- 
where, most tellingly this 
week in the media’s her- 
culean efforts to portray 
Justin Trudeau’s pitiful, em- 
barrassing beat down at the 
hands of the Saudis as a 
courageous defence of 
human rights. 

One outlet even tried to 
shift the blame to Donald 
Trump for not coming to 
Trudeau’s defence. Appar- 
ently, there’s nothing bad 
that can’t be blamed on the 
U.S president. 

Poll after poll in the U.S 
and Canada shows what little 
faith the public has in the 


media. 

Conservatives consistently 
are angry about the coverage 
to which I would respond - 
why are they still watching? 

Treat it like white noise 
and it disappears into the at- 
mosphere along with all the 
other pollutants. 

TV ratings suggest a grow- 
ing number of people are 
tuning out and cutting the 
cord, but others insist on 
being subjected to lies and 
then complaining about it af- 
terwards. 

In this country we have 
much fewer options than our 
U.S friends do, but it doesn’t 
mean we like the main- 
stream press anymore than 
Americans do. 

The words ‘fake news’ are 
everywhere, used often by 
Donald Trump to describe 
the American media’s at- 
tempt to destroy his presi- 
dency. 

That he has managed to 
maintain respectable poll 
numbers and push forward 
his agenda in the face of 
rabid, unhinged media at- 
tacks by the likes of CNN is a 
testament not only to his 
dogged determination to do 
what he promised, but also 
to the waning influence of 


the media in general. 

Despite their ceaseless ef- 
forts, they have not been able 
to destroy his presidency yet 
but have done enormous 
damage to their own credi- 
bility. Even with big tech 
burying conservative mes- 
saging, Trump has been able 
use social media effectively 
in blasting the mainstream 
news outlets who attack him 
relentlessly. 


Obama only had to deal 
with Fox, talk radio and on- 
line content producers. The 
rest of the media ran inter- 
ference for him for eight 
years. 

Unlike past presidents, 
Trump fights back hard 
against a weaponized media, 
which is one reason he got 
elected. He punches back, 
which Trudeau found out the 
hard way, which brings me 


If media were fair, we wouldn't need Ontario News Now 


back to Doug Ford. 

The Ford government be- 
lieves it is never going to get 
a fair shake from the media. 
He is 100 per cent correct 
and everybody knows it. 

Therefore, his communica- 
tions people must create 
content designed to get its 
message directly to the peo- 
ple. No, their product is not 
news in the traditional sense, 
but it is packaged somewhat 
like news and irritates the 
left-wing fake news outlets 
like CBC and others. 

The money Ontarians are 
on spending Ontario News 
Now is a minuscule pittance 
compared to the billions 
Canadians are wasting on 
the CBC. 

Ontario News Now is obvi- 
ously part of the government 
messaging machine but un- 
like the public broadcaster, it 
isn’t masquerading as objec- 
tive news reporting. 

Liberal governments don’t 
need vehicles like Ontario 
News Now because most of 
the mainstream media com- 
plex already serves their 
messaging needs perfectly, 
regurgitating liberal talking 
points and dressing them up 
as news. 

This is the information re- 


ality we live in. Far too many 
left wing political activists 
and social justice warriors 
masquerading as reporters 
populate newsrooms. 

Instead of real journalists 
we have social activism. 
They are paid, in many cases 
by taxpayers to pump out at- 
tacks on those who advocate 
for smaller government, bal- 
anced budgets, free speech, 
less regulation, no carbon 
taxes, economic  self-re- 
liance, secure borders and a 
return to common sense im- 
migration policy. 

If you're a vocal conserva- 
tive advocate for those things 
you will be attacked, called 
names and bullied by the 
same so-called reporters who 
claim to be honest brokers. 

Sadly, this is the state of af- 
fairs in which duly elected 
conservatives operate. On- 
tario News Now simply re- 
flects that reality so the 
media is looking for some- 
one to blame for it, they 
should take a long hard look 
in the mirror. 


Marco Patrone is the managing 
editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor@peeldailynews.com 
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All of Caledon. 


905 838 5182 


Caledon needs a Mayor who will 
lead positive change. 


Like a corporate CEO, the Mayor must 
be a visionary, inspirational leader. 


The Mayor's executive power can 
change the culture at the Town. 


It's Time for a Mayor focused on 
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Canada bruised, embarrassed, isolated following Saudi diplomatic row 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


You can count the number 
of allies Canada has on its 
side in its diplomatic row 
with the Saudis on the fingers 
of zero hands. 

The international commu- 
nity’s attitude appears to be, 
‘you got yourself into this 
mess, and you can get your- 
self out of it.’ Our govern- 
ment has resorted to cajoling 
the Swedes and Germans for 
support, making us look 
weak and isolated in the face 
of international indifference. 

One can understand why, 
after the G-7 debacle, U.S 
President Donald Trump 
hasn’t jumped to our defence 
against the harsh Saudi 
diplomatic backlash. 

Trump could step in, but 
has opted to let Trudeau 
twist in the wind after freez- 
ing Canada out of NAFTA 
talks he’s had with Mexico, 
all part of the U.S backlash 
stemming from Trudeau’s G7 
misstep. 

What about Trudeau’s 
globalist partners, Macron of 
France and Merkel of Ger- 
many or even May of Britain? 
One would think Trudeau’s 
open borders amigos would 


stand together on such is- 
sues, but Merkel and Macron 
have said nothing on our be- 
half that I know of. 

U.S Senator _ Bernie 
Sanders called the Saudi ac- 
tion outrageous, but he cer- 
tainly doesn’t speak for the 
Trump administration. 

The Saudis quickly secured 
the support of the Arab com- 
munity with members like 
Bahrain, the UAE and the 
Palestine Authority rallying 
in support of the Kingdom’s 
demand we stay out of their 
affairs. 

What’s increasingly clear is 
the Trudeau government 
grossly miscalculated the 
Saudi reaction in calling for 
the release of arrested 
women’s rights activists in 
the kingdom. 

It began with Foreign Min- 
ister Chrystia Freeland 
Tweeting Canada is "gravely 
concerned" by the arrest of 
Saudi activist Samar Badawi 
and other women's rights 
campaigners. 

What followed was a seri- 
ous diplomatic smackdown, 
the likes of which we’ve not 
faced in recent memory. 

They booted the Canadian 
ambassador, recalled the 
Saudi envoy to Ottawa, sus- 
pended the Saudi state air- 


line flights to Toronto, and 
ended thousands of Saudi 
scholarship programs in 
Canada. 

They've also said they 
would halt all medical treat- 
ment programs in Canada 
and transfer Saudi patients to 
hospitals outside the country. 

Most troubling, there was 
even a thinly veiled threat of 
a 9/11-style terror attack on 
Twitter with a picture of an 
airline appearing to head for 
the CN Tower. Instead of 
calling out this outrage and 
hitting back with sanctions of 
our own, Trudeau issued a 
bland pronouncement, 
“Canadians have always ex- 
pected [us] to speak strongly, 
firmly, clearly and politely 
about the need to respect 
human rights at home and 
around the world.” 

Saudi Arabia's response is 
certainly an overreaction and 
grossly disproportionate to 
our criticism of that country, 
but their Foreign Minister 
Adel al-Jubeir obviously 
wants to make an example 
out of us and figured our PM 
would be unwilling or inca- 
pable of doing anything 
about it. 

The Saudis are pushing us 
around simply because they 
can. If Donald Trump had 
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ripped the Saudis over its hu- 
manitarian record, Saudi 
Arabia would be doing noth- 
ing close to this. 

One can certainly appreci- 
ate why Canada took the po- 
sition it did, but we don’t 
have the economic, military 
or diplomatic muscle with 
which to deter the kind of 
backlash the Saudis have 
dished out. 

The Saudis no doubt sized 
up this PM as not having the 
brains or the backbone to re- 
taliate against the Saudis. In 
this game of diplomatic 
chess, we were checkmated 
in four moves. Canada has 
been left bruised, isolated 
and embarrassed by this. 

No one here is justifying 
the Saudi’s long history of 
human rights abuses or their 
response to Canada’s criti- 
cism. 

What’s at issue is Trudeau's 
gross miscalculation of the 
backlash and his failure to 
have a contingency plan in 
place to deal with it. 

One does not challenge a 
ruthless, extremely wealthy, 
well connected, tyrannical 
regime without a strategy 
and an understanding of the 
risks. Trudeau looks embar- 
rassingly out of his depth 
here, like a little boy playing 


an adult’s game. 

If this had happened on 
Harper's watch, he would’ve 
been pilloried as a ham-fisted 
international embarrassment 
by the media. But it’s 
Trudeau, so that’s not going 
to happen. In fact, he’s being 
applauded by his apologists 
in the media. 

The Globe and Mail de- 
fended Trudeau as ‘standing 
firm’ as the Saudi tiff “inten- 
sified.” And what precisely 
did Trudeau do to warrant 
such a headline? 

Apparently the mere act of 
not issuing a grovelling apol- 


ogy after the Saudis slapped 
us around and threatened us 
is enough for the Globe to 
laud Trudeau for his coura- 
geous stand. Now the Saudis 
are demanding an apology 
and it wouldn’t surprise me if 
they got one from this PM. 

They certainly don’t de- 
serve one. If our government 
had any guts it would boot 
their diplomat and com- 
mence to cut Saudi oil im- 
ports but that’s unlikely to 
happen and the Saudis know 
it 


‘Game, set, match, thanks 
for playing. 


RE-ELECT FOR MAYOR 


“Allan Thompson, as Mayor, 
has been a tireless worker 


for the people of the Town 
of Caledon. He remains 
approachable and has time 


for issues, big and small.” 


Doug Beffort 


Ward 1 Area Councillor, Town of Caledon 


THOMPS( 


AllanForCaledon.ca 
905.873.5170 | hello@allanforcaledon.ca_ ff 


Paid for by the Official Campaign to Re-Elect Allan Thompson, Mayor of Caledon 
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Mississauga man incustody (Clarke files complaint with integrity 


after SIU investigation 


A 54 year-old Mississauga 
man has been arrested in 
connection with an assault 
that took place earlier this 
summer in the city. 

Peel Police’s Special In- 
vestigations Unit initiated 
an investigation after an in- 
cident that took place on 
June 8 at the Mississauga 
Valley Community Centre, 
in which an 11 year-old fe- 
male and 12 year-old male 
were both assaulted in the 
centre’s pool area. Neither 
victim was injured during 
the incident. 

The suspect in the inci- 
dent was later identified as 
54 year-old __‘ Torialay 
Ibrahimi (below), of Missis- 
sauga, who was_ subse- 


quently charged with two 
counts of sexual interfer- 
ence. 

He appeared in Brampton 
court earlier this week be- 
fore being released, with an 
upcoming court date in 
September. 

Ibrahimi was captured on 
surveillance video after the 
incident and was sum- 
moned to speak with police. 

Anyone with additional 
information related to the 
investigation can call Peel 
Police’s Special Victims 
Unit at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
3460. 

Anonymous information 
may also be submitted by 
calling Peel Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 


commissioner over Parrish 


by Alex Gregory 


Following a complaint 
from a city councillor that 
resulted in her considera- 
tion in the municipal elec- 
tion, Mississauga resident 
Nikki Clarke is stepping her 
efforts by launching a com- 
plaint with the Integrity 
Commissioner against Car- 
olyn Parrish. 


The suit, which was offi- 
cially filed on Aug. 10, states 
that Parrish interfered with 
the process for Clarke to be- 
come a nominated candi- 
date for Ward 5 in the 
upcoming election on Oct. 


was initially 
deemed nominated by the 


289.801.0263 


JOHN@VOTESANDERSON.CA 


16 RUTHERFORD RD. 5., SUITE 201 
BRAMPTON L6W 37 


BRAMPTON PROUD 


City Clerk on July 27, only 
to discover later that her 
name was removed from the 
city’s online nomination 
listings. 

As of Aug. 10, Clarke says 
she has not received any 
written or verbal communi- 
cation from the City Clerk to 
notify her of secession, or 
reasons as to why her nom- 
ination was disqualified. 

Clark’s complaint alleges 
defamatory and false pub- 
licity initiated by Parrish, 
including her ability to ac- 
cess paid city staff resources 
during regular business 
hours, as well in after-hours 
use of city resources. 

Statements made by Par- 
rish about this admission 
were reported on July 31 in 
a CityNews segment. 

"This damage has im- 
pugned Ms. Clarke's good 
character and her commu- 
nity standing,” the com- 
plaint says. 

The complaint also docu- 
ments Parrish's on-line con- 
duct towards two of Clarke's 
nominators, who were each 
prior candidates who faced 


JOHN SANDERSON 


REGIONAL COUNCIL WARDS 3&4 


off against Parrish in 2011 
and 2014 elections. 

Nominator Catherine So- 
plet says as a result of the 
Parrish's widespread misin- 
formation, a shadow has 
been cast on her own cam- 
paign for English Public 
Trustee to represent Missis- 
sauga Ward 1 and Ward 7 at 
Peel District School Board. 

"In a recent meeting with 
a community leader, who 
knew about my advocacy 
with Nikki Clarke, I had to 
take 5 minutes to defend my 
association with (her) and 
explain the irregularity of 
the Councillor's actions," 
Soplet said. 

"According to the posted 
rules, the City Clerk's deci- 
sion to register Nikki Clark's 
nomination on July 27 was 
final. " said Soplet. 

As previously reported by 
Peel Weekly News, munici- 
pal election laws state that 
any information submitted 
through nomination forms 
can be accessed and re- 
viewed by the public, in- 
cluding city councillors. 


WWW.VOTESANDERSON.CA 
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$40 million in federal gas tax funding on deck for local cities 


by Alex Gregory 


Nearly $40 million in 
funding has been awarded 
to Peel municipalities as 
part of a round of federal 
Gas Tax funding, it was an- 
nounced last week. 

The funding, the first in a 
two-round, $819 million- 
dollar investment into the 
province this year, will help 
fund local infrastructure 
projects and initiatives. 

"Local governments know 
best what their communi- 
ties need and the Govern- 
ment of Canada is proud to 
deliver stable, long-term 
funding that they count on 
to develop and maintain 
their public infrastructure,” 
Infrastructure Minister 
Francois-Philippe Cham- 
pagne said during a press 
conference announcing the 
funding last week in 
Toronto. 

“(The government) is pro- 


moting economic growth 
and environmental sustain- 
ability, strengthening the 
middle class and helping 
ensure all Canadians have 
access to the opportunities 
they need to succeed,” 
Champagne said. 

The two funding install- 
ments will be distributed to 
various municipalities 
through the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO), and a portion will 
be earmarked to help main- 
tain roads in the northern 
areas of the province. 

$16,687,066 was awarded 
to Brampton, along with 
$1,893,858 for Caledon and 
$22,723,841 for Missis- 
sauga. 

18 different categories of 
projects are available for 
communities to invest in, 
ranging from shared infra- 
structure projects to local 


developments. 

More than $3.8 million in 
funding has been invested 
through the fund since 
2014, and has delivered a 
noticeable difference in 
many areas throughout the 
Brovinee: said AMO presi- 

ent Lynn Dollin. 

"(This) investment is 
making a difference in our 
communities, resulting in 
smoother roads, better pub- 
lic transit, more _play- 
grounds and much more. 
AMO is proud to deliver this 
federal funding directly to 
Ontario's municipal govern- 
ments," Dollin said. 

The funding has sup- 
ported approximately 4,000 
projects each year, though 
detailed breakdowns of the 
projects and initatives the 
funding will be used for 
within Peel hasn’t been offi- 
cially announced yet. 


eres 


Kelly takes the reins as Mississauga 


library system director 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga has a new di- 
rector of its library system, 
effective immediately. 

The city announced last 
week that Lori Kelly, who 
had been acting as the li- 
brary system’s acting direc- 
tor since April, has been 
tapped as the permanent 
director. 

Kelly, who joined the city 
in 1997, previously worked 
in various leadership roles 
in different divisions, in- 
cluding a senior manager 
for the Talent Management 
division, a human resources 
manager and manager of 
strategic community initia- 
tives. 

In a release last week, 
Community Services com- 
missioner Paul Mitcham 
welcomed the announce- 
ment, saying that libraries 


are important gathering 
places that need strategic 
and strong leadership. 

“Lori brings with her a 
keen passion and desire to 
strengthen the library's role 
as a learning institution 
with inspiring and welcom- 
ing creative spaces and ac- 
cess to information 
resources,” said Mitcham. 

“Lori has a proven track 
record for being a strategic, 
consultative team builder 
and leader, with a clear 
focus on outcomes.” 

Kelly will be responsible 
for handling all business 
functions within the city’s 
Library Division, including 
the leading of services and 
programs that enhance the 
educational and cultural 
needs of residents. 


Photo Courtesy of City of Mississauga 


Networking Night 
in Brampton 


The Brampton Board of 
Trade will be hosting a 
networking night dedi- 
cated to local business 
owners next Tuesday 
(Aug. 21) in the down- 
town core. 

Business owners and 
entrepreneurs are invited 
to attend the event, which 
will be held at the 
DMINDED offices (47 
Queen St. W.), a creative 
agency that specializes in 
web design, branding and 
creative design. 

The purpose of the 
event will be to help busi- 
nesses build some new re- 
lationships, in tandem 
with the city’s efforts to 
help establish more re- 


sources for investors and 
entrepreneurs through an 
already-announced angel 
investor network and ef- 
forts by the city to make 
the local area a destina- 
tion corridor for invest- 
ment and _ business 
opportunities. 

Admission is free for 
BBOT members and $10 
for non-members. The 
event will run from 5:30 - 
7:30 p.m. 

For more information 
and to register, visit the 
BBOT event page _ at 
www.bramptonbot.com/e 
vents/details/business- 
after-hours-at-dminded- 
august-2018-3806 . 
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Who Is Responsible For Improving Road Safety in Mississauga? 


by Aldo Ferrone 


Over the past few years, 
the number of collisions 
involving pedestrians and 
vehicles has been increas- 
ing at an alarming rate in 
Mississauga, Toronto and 
across the country. 

The question is - why is 
this happening, and who is 
responsible for reversing 
this very concerning 
trend? 

I have lived in Missis- 
sauga for the past ten 
months without a vehicle, 
and what I have observed 
has been absolutely shock- 
ing. It would appear that 
many folks have either for- 
gotten what they learned 
in Driver's Ed, or they sim- 
ply feel these laws no 
longer apply to them. 

In Toronto, they are 
dealing with record pedes- 
trian and cycling deaths 
since Mayor Tory an- 
nounced his "Vision Zero" 
initiative in June 2016. In 
the 23 months after this 
announcement, Toronto 
saw 90 deaths of pedestri- 
ans or cyclists. 

2013 saw a ten-year high 
in pedestrian deaths, al- 
though city officials said 
the last 40 years have seen 
different cycles and trends. 

While there were 32 


deaths in 2001, that num- 
ber jumped significantly to 
50 in 2002 and back to 43 
in 2003. 

In Peel Region, the same 
concerns exist. The trends 
in recent years have been 
up, to the point where city 
officials and police are try- 
ing to decide as to the best 
way to address this issue 
head one. 

In late 2015, Peel Re- 
gional Police reported that 
40% of deadly crashes in- 
volved pedestrians. 

They hope "drivers get 
the message soon that 
safety trumps having the 
right-of-way". As far as 
rules not apparently apply- 
ing to some, this would be 
evidenced by statistics in 
the first eight months of 
2015 that saw 4,151 smart- 
phone related charges, 997 
impaired driving charges 
and 5,000 charges for run- 
ning/rolling a stop sign. 

Meanwhile, the force's 
Major Collision Bureau in- 
vestigated 413 serious or 
deadly accidents in Missis- 
sauga and Brampton be- 
tween 2012 and 2017. 

It would be difficult to 
argue with the premise 
that driver mentality needs 
to change. To give you 


some personal perspective 
and detail of some of this 
egregious behaviour, two 
major intersections near 
Meadowvale Town Centre 
have become a huge en- 
deavour just to cross and 
escape with your life. A 
few months ago, a lady ac- 
tually ran over my foot as I 
was trying to cross WITH 
the light. 

Thankfully, I saw her 
coming and slowed down 
or things could have been 


prevent serious injury. 
Like the meek sentences 
for varied levels of im- 
paired and distracted driv- 
ing, the penalty for killing 
a pedestrian and failing to 
yield is a paltry $500. 
Understandably, a 
Hamilton resident is trying 
to change that by creating 
a website to hopefully have 
this penalty upgraded. The 
petition had 2,000 signa- 
tures in its first three 


years. 


There are so many fac- 
tors that need to be taken 
into consideration when 
trying to figure out how to 
reverse these disturbing 
trends on our roads, how- 
ever, it is safe to say it will 
no easy fix. 

I believe Acting Inspec- 
tor Mike Donnelly of Peel 
Regional Police hit the nail 
square on the head in 2015 
when he said "The deaths, 
pain, and broken hearts 
that result from careless- 


ness behind the wheel can 
be prevented". 

Whatever the solution, it 
will take a combined and 
concerted effort, and extra 
vigilance on the part of cy- 
clists, pedestrians and 
drivers to quell this deadly 
problem. 

The biggest difference 
can be made by drivers if 
they focus ALL of their at- 
tention on driving safely 
and obeying the rules of 
the road. 


much worse. I have also 
spoken to several people 
who know individuals who 
have been injured at these 
interestions, one of them 
quite seriously. 

To say drivers are the 
only ones who need to ad- 
just their behaviour would 
be overly simplistic, as ev- 
idenced by Peel Constable 
Lily Fitzpatrick, who in 
2015 said, "Too many driv- 
ers and pedestrians are 
thinking too much about 
having the right of way and 
not enough about whether 
it's safe to cross". 

I have certainly wit- 
nessed instances where I 
was I was trying to figure 
out why someone was 
crossing and yelled at them 
in an effort to try and help 


Caledon initiates assessment 
of George Bolton Parkway 


The Town of Caledon has 
commenced an environ- 
ment for the George Bolton 
Highway, following a series 
of public meetings and con- 
sultations over the past 
year. 

The assessment will focus 
on a proposed extension of 
the parkway, from Highway 
50 extending out to Albion 
Vaughan Road. 


A study of the area was 
commenced last summer in 
order to explore different 
road options and help in- 
crease connectivity between 
Albion Vaughan Road and 
Colerain Drive, as well as 
improve operatins in the 
South Bolton business area. 

More information will be 
distributed at a later date. 


Mississauga gets top marks in 
aerospace Sector 


An industry publication’s annual report has ranked Mis- 
sissauga as a worldwide innovator for the aerospace sector, 
it was revealed earlier this week. 

The city ranked second in one of two categories for inno- 
vative “Aerospace Cities of the Future”, as awarded by fDi 
Magazine’s report, which was released this week 

The report, which heralded Mississauga as having the 
most aerospace businesses and employment opportunities 
anywhere in the country, also listed the city in second place 
for its strategy for the aerospace sector. 

The city is proud to be recognized for its work building an 
aerospace business cluster, and has strived to be an inno- 
vative and strategic global leader in this sector, Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie said in a statement on Monday. 

“We share this honour with our City’s growing aerospace 
business community and its highly-skilled workforce who 
are proud to call Mississauga home,” she said. “As a city, we 
will continue to foster innovation that encourages busi- 
nesses to adopt cutting-edge technology, take risks and 
launch new ventures in Mississauga’s aerospace industry 
and beyond.” 

Mississauga also received kudos for its innovation and at- 
tractiveness attributes, ranking second in a dedicated cate- 
gory that also measured aerospace patents and companies 
in the engineering and aerospace sectors. 

The city is continuing to see strong investment and 


growth into the aerospace sector, said economic develop- 
ment director Bonnie Brown. 

“To be recognized for our efforts in the aerospace industry 
on a global platform is something we are all very proud of,” 
said Brown, pointing to recent announcements including 
an assembly plant for Bombardier business jets being built 
in the city as proof of the city’s excellence. 
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Blame our failing school system 


by Fazal Khan 


The end ofsummerisa their full potential. Incidents that none of parents don’t have the ‘p 


few weeks away. I know 
this because the Cana- 
dian National Exhibition 
starts on Friday. 

For many of us, when 
we were younger, this 
time of year meant stress 
about going back to 
school and having to 
wake up early everyday. 
Many students will re- 
turn with much higher 
levels of anxiety. 

They might be new to 
their school, have trouble 
making friends, or simply 
aren't inclined to sitting 
at a desk and listening for 
more than five minutes. 

Imagine if we made 
school a hospitable, even 
enjoyable place for all 
students? A place where 
it was more than a slogan 
for students to reach 


Would it cost a lot? 
Would it cost more than 

the $.92 billion that the 

Peel School Board will be 


spending this school 
year? 
As the budget was being 


presented in June, the 
elected School Trustees 
at the board were dealing 
with allegations that it 
was not doing enough for 
black students. 

Parents weren’t asking 
for much. They were ask- 
ing the board to hire 
teachers that their kids 
could relate to. 

They were asking for 
teachers not to assume 
intellectual capacity 
based on skin colour. 
They brought heart 
wrenching incidents for 
the Board to investigate. 


us would want our own 
kids to experience. 

The concern is not only 
for black students. It is 
for every student in the 
province who the educa- 
tion system churns out to 
hate school and learning. 

Schools will point to 
their graduation rates as 
markers for success. 
Sorry, but it doesn’t take 
a rocket scientist to link 
the increasing violent 
crime statistics to a lack 
of economic opportunity 
for our young people. 

Economic opportunity 
that is directly tied to 
how our schools are not 
preparing our youth for 
the real world. 

The argument from 
some is that parents are 
the problem. Sure, many 


time to spend reading 
books to their kids at 
bedtime. 

They are working hard 
to barely pay bills and put 
food on their table. They 
don’t have $1.92 billion 
every year to spend on 
their kids, but our 
schools do. 

The problem is not 
teachers who love their 
job, and who would 
rather teach than dedi- 
cate increasing hours to 
“classroom manage- 
ment.” 

The problem is our ar- 
chaic education system 
that has changed little 
since it was first created. 
I won’t hold my breath. 
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2018 / 2019 Season tickets now on sale 
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Sport group spearheads soccer expansion in Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 


Following the successful 
launch of an arena-style 
soccer team last year, a 
local sport group will be 
launching an expansion 
club for major soccer 
league action in Missis- 
sauga this fall. 

Gladiator Sport Media 
Entertainment Group an- 
nounced late last week that 
the country’s first Major 
Arena Soccer League 
(MASL) franchise will offi- 
cially open in September, 
with its home games being 
played at the Paramount 
Fine Foods Centre. 

The new team will be part 
of an arena league that op- 
erates throughout United 
States and Mexico, and is 
planned to bring top-tier 


soccer action to the city. 

“The inclusion of the 
arena game as part of 
Canadian soccer culture is 
an untapped avenue, Glad- 
iator Sports founder Serge 
Giancola said late last 
week. 

“There is an achievable 
goal now. There are added 
resources, and the arrival 
of a MASL franchise will 
allow for the development 
of Canadian players at 
home.” 

The sport group spent a 
year test marketing arena 
soccer in Mississauga, via 
its launch and promotion 
of the Canadian Arena Soc- 
cer Association. 

The association hosted 
several friendly matches 


throughout the year and 
was Seen as a springboard 
to help board a premier 
league that could compete 
on a national level. 

“We want to support a 
long-term vision of build- 
ing soccer in Mississauga,” 
CASA president Joe Vac- 
cano said at the team’s 
launch event last year. “We 
believe this is the right 
place, with the right his- 
tory, to host the program.” 

Dubbed the 'Blue & Or- 
ange’ in reference to its 
new logo, the team will 
begin play in the MASL 
this fall at the Paramount 
Centre for the 2018/19 sea- 
son. The official team name 
and executives will be for- 
mally announced in Sept. 


during a press conference 
at the Noel Ryan Audito- 
rium in the City Centre. 
“Gladiator Sports is 
proud to be the preeminent 
sports organization in 
Canadian Arena Soccer,” 


said Gladiator Sports 
Founder & CEO Serge Gi- 
ancola. 

"The arena game is af- 
fordable, family entertain- 
ment and this new 


franchise can help fill the 


void during the long, win- 
ter months," Giancola con- 
tinued. "Gladiator Sports 
stands ready to assist 
Canadian soccer in raising 
the level of play for many 
years to come." 
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Can TFC Rediscover Magic from Championship Year in Time? 


by Aldo Ferrone 


To say this year has been a 
disappointment for Toronto 
TC would be a massive under- 
statement. 

Last year at this time, they 
were the envy of the league, sit- 
ting comfortably atop the East- 
ern Conference standings with 
42 points amassed by a record 
of 13 wins, 7 draws and 3 
losses. 

After a heart-breaking 3-2 
loss to NYC FC on Sunday af- 
ternoon, TFC now sits 7 points 
outside a playoff spot with 2 
games in hand on their arch ri- 
vals from Montreal. The bigger 
concern is that New England is 
also six points clear of the 
Reds, with TFC battling three 
other teams for that elusive 
final playoff spot. Needless to 
say, they have their work cut 
out for them if they are to de- 


fend their MLS Cup title with 
the playoffs starting in a couple 
of months. 

The question on TFC sup- 
porters’ minds is where in the 
world did things go so wrong 
after their magical 2017 season 
which saw them win the do- 
mestic "Treble". This involved 
winning their sixth Canadian 
Championship 3-2 over Mon- 
treal, their first Supporter's 
Shield as the top squad in the 
entire MLS, as well as their first 
MLS Cup in their 11th season. 

In accomplishing these 3 
feats, they managed to finish 
with an MLS record 69 points, 
eclipsing the old record of 68 
points set by the 1998 LA 
Galaxy. It would be safe to say 
not one person involved wit 
TFC is talking about 2017 right 
now. 


Although the He ers and 
management wi be com- 
pletely focused for the final 11 
games on how to scrape to- 
gether enough points to 
squeeze into the playoffs, 
everyone surrounding the 
team, including of course rabid 
TFC fans, are wondering who is 
to blame for the mess in which 
they currently find themselves. 

Having played organized 
sports for half my life, and fol- 
lowed them for most of it, there 
really are only 2 groups of indi- 
viduals you can blame. That 
would be the 
management/coach/owner- 
ship and, of course, the players. 

Let's examine TFC manage- 
ment first. Have they put the 
team in a good enough position 
to defend its title, or at the very 
least make the playoffs? It 


would appear that GM Tim 
Bezbatchenko made a couple of 
head scratching moves to start 
the 2018 season. 

Although they were in des- 

erate need of a defensive mid- 

elder to complement captain 
Michael Bradley, along with 
another attacking midfielder to 
complement Victor Vazquez, 
they instead created additional 
holes by releasing Raheem Ed- 
wards and Stevn Beitashour. 

The Edwards case is difficult 
to comprehend, considering he 
was only costing TFC $53,000. 
He was left exposed in the ex- 
pansion draft and not surpris- 
ingly scooped up quickly. 

The Beitashour situation re- 
ally defies logic. While he sim- 
ply wanted to stay level with his 
2017 salary of $264,000, man- 
agement offered him a pay cut 
despite his valuable contribu- 
tions in the two most successful 
seasons in club history. 

Considering management 
was handing out raises to many 
of his colleagues, Beitashour 
decided to join expansion club 
LAFC 


With Beitashour gone, Bez- 
batchenko now had to plug one 
of the 2 holes discussed earlier, 
those being attacking and de- 
fending midfielder. In another 
move that defied fiscal reason- 
ing, management spent 
$835,000 on Gregory van der 
Wiel when they could have had 


Beitashour, a known commod- 
ity, for $571,000 less. 

With the season fast ap- 
proaching, management made 
one final desperation move to 
try and fill the gaping holes left 
by the losses of Edwards and 
Beitashour, when they signed 
Ager Aketxe to a $1.3 million 
contract. 

Unfortunately, he has not 
been able to plug any of the 
roles he was aquired to fill. In- 
cidentally, coach Greg Vanney 
had some say in management's 
decisions and thus can't be 
completely let off the hook. 

When you look at the on- 
field product, it hardly resem- 
bles that of 2017. Despite 
injuries to Designated Player 
Jozy Altidore, along with Drew 
Moore and Chris Mavinga to 
start the season that put TFC 
behind the eight ball, at what 
point do excuses become exas- 
perating for everyone in- 
volved? 

Although Vanney's 3-5-2 for- 
mation had been successful 
since the 2016 playoffs, without 
their A team on the field, due to 
both key injuries and poor off- 
season transactions, this dy- 
namic strategy requiring a lot 
of running, has been far less ef- 
fective. 

Having watched parts of the 
recent 3-2 loss against NYC FC, 
this most definitely was not the 
same team that lifted the MLS 


Cup last December on a cold 
night at BMO Field. 

Whether it was clearance at- 
tempts by the back line, at- 
tempted through balls to 
striker Sebastien Giovinco, 
abysmal play in the midfield, 
and at least one questionable 
goal allowed by Alex Bono, this 
version of TFC looked like a 
shell of their championship 
team. 

The lack of discipline shown 
by Jozy Altidore also didn't 
help in receiving a red card 
early on in the game putting 
them a man down. 

The other reasons for the sig- 
nificant decline in TFC's suc- 
cess this year stems from the 
improved quality of man 
other MLS teams, along wit 
the fact that the really good 
teams have figured out how to 
exploit Vanney's system. 

As in sports at all levels, the 
champions one year automati- 
cally become the hunted the 
following year, and this season 
has been no exception. With 
seven of the remaining eleven 
games coming against teams 
currently in a playoff position, 
TFC will quickly aad consis- 
tently have to summon the 
courage, fortitude and experi- 
ence that made 2017 such a 
magical year, if they are to 
make a run at defending their 
MLS Cup title. 
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Hundreds of athletes competed 
to take home the gold during 
the 2018 Ontario 55+ Senior 
Games, which took place this 
past weekend in Mississauga. 


Athletes from across the 
province converged on the city 
to take part in events represent- 
ing 18 different sports over two 
days, across nine venues in the 
city. This is the first year that 
Mississauga has hosted the 
event. 


Tourism, Sport and Culture Min- 
ister Sylvia Jones congratulated 
all of the athletes, volunteers 
and community advocates who 
participated in the event and 
made it possible. 


“Your energy, enthusiasm and 
dedication to sport and healthy 


Games Ontario 
jeux de ’Ontario 


EDGE 


TOWERS 


THIS 
WEEKEND 


living are an inspiration to us 
all,” she said this past weekend. 
“(The province) recognizes the 
importance of the Games for 
promoting mental and physical 
well-being that can enhance 
our quality of life, strengthen 
our communities and bring 
people together.” 


Approximately 300 medals 
were awarded over the course 
of the games, which kicked off 
with an opening ceremony Fri- 
day evening at Celebration 
Square that included remarks 
from athletes, dignitaries and 
NHL legend Paul Henderson. 


“Sport has an incredible way of 
uniting us all, and | couldn’t be 
more proud of our athletes, of- 
ficials and local volunteers who 
brought excitement and inspi- 


ration to our vibrant city,” 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie said 
during the ceremony. 


Summer Games co-chairs Diane 
Kalenchuk and Hazel McCallion 
also congratulated all the 
medal winners and partici- 
pants, noting that it was be- 
cause of them that the event 
was so much of a success. 


The first annual Summer 
Games took place in Kitchener 
in 1986, and are hosted on 
even-numbered years. Venues 
that hosted the games within 
Mississauga included the 
newly-rebranded Paramount 
Fine Foods Centre and Port 
Credit Memorial Park, among 
other locations. 
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Cheer on the Excelsiors during Minto Cup 
action this summer in the Garden Square 


With the Brampton Excelsiors Junior A 
team heading off to Calgary to play in the 
2018 Minto Cup series, local residents 
can now watch all the action in the heart 
of the city. 

The city will be streaming select Excel- 
siors games over the next two weeks, so 
that residents can cheer on the team and 
see all the fast-paced excitement. 

The Minto Cup is awarded each year to 
the champion junior mens’ box lacrosse 
team of Canada. Last year’s champi- 
onship finals took place at Brampton Me- 
morial Arena, with the Excelsiors 
emerging victorious. 

PWN Sports will provide complete coy- 
erage all tournament long! 

Fans are encouraged to bring their lawn 
chairs, as seating is limited. 

The following games will be broadcast 
in Garden Square: 


- Thursday, Aug. 16 at 10 p.m. - Bramp- 
ton vs. Okotoks Raiders 

- Sunday, Aug. 19 at 9 p.m. - Third Place 
Team vs. Second Place Team 


If Brampton is playing in the best 3 of 5 
finals, the following games will be played: 

- Tuesday, August 21 at 9 p.m. - Semi- 
Final Winner vs. First Place Team 

- Wednesday, Aug. 22 at 9 p.m. - Semi- 
Final Winner vs. First Place Team 

- Thursday, Aug. 23 at 9 p.m. - Semi- 
Final Winner vs. First Place Team 

- Saturday, Aug. 25 at 9 p.m. - Semi- 


Final Winner vs. First Place Team (if nec- 
essary) 
- Sunday, Aug. 26 at 9 p.m. - Semi-Final 
Winner vs. First Place Team (if necessary) 
For more information on times and 
other happenings, visit brampton.ca/gar- 
densquare. 


Vote Bruce Marshall 


for Regional Councilor 
Brampton Ward 7 & 8 


“We can build a 
healthier, 
safer, more 
inclusive 


community" 


Elect Bruce Marsahll 
Regionial Concilor Ward 7 & 8 


~at Brampton Library! 
Clubs for all ages & interests 
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“World of Jazz’ returns to Brampton for second year 


by Alex Gregory 


One of Brampton's pre- 
mier festivals returns this 
September with a world of 
sights and sounds for local 
residents and visitors from 
abroad to experience. 

The second annual 
World of Jazz Festival, 
hosted by B-Jazzed, will 
take over multiple venues 
in the city's downtown core 
on Sept. 7 & 8 with an as- 
sortment of award-win- 
ning talent that will delight 
audiences young and old. 

B-Jazzed, which was es- 
tablished as a non-profit in 
2016 as a way to fill a 
needed community aspect 
in the absence of an arts 
council, will once again be 
organizing this year's 
event, which will include 
performances at the Rose 
Theatre, Garden Square, 
Wendel Clark's Restaurant 
and Vivian Lane, among 
other locations. 

Admission is free for the 
weekend festival, which 
will kickoff with a perform- 
ance by Juno Award-win- 


ning pianist Michael Kae- 
shammer at the Rose The- 
atre on Friday, Sept. 7, 
alongside live jam sessions 
and student performances 
at two different stages and 
multiple restaurants the 
following day. 

More than 60 per cent of 
the programming for the 
festival is comprised of 
local artists, who either 
lived in or reside in 
Brampton, said festival 
founder Carmen Spada. 

“(We focus) on highlight- 
ing the diversity of its 
(jazz) interpretation, as 
well as the multicultural 
musicians that lead these 
eclectic ensembles," Spada 
said during the festival's 
launch event last year. "It 
was also critical that we 
made this festival relevant 
to Brampton by sourcing 
musicians either originally 
from the city or currently 
living here.” 

More than 3,000 people 
attended last year's inau- 
gural festival, said Spada, 


and its move to a two-day 
event is expected to drive 
that figure even higher. 

Several of last year’s per- 
formers will be returning, 
along with new acts includ- 
ing the Devin Patten Trio, 
Hot Swing Caravan, The 
Yonge Kings, Travis 
Knights & Jazz United, 
Blackburn, Avery Raquel 
and many more. 

The festival will also in- 
clude live performances at 
the Garden Square Farm- 
ers' Market, along with a 
Long & McQuade Petting 
Zoo (where visitors can try 
out various musical instru- 
ments), late-night per- 
formances and a food drive 
to benefit the Knights 
Table Brampton food 
bank. 

Admission is free, with 
the exception of the open- 
ing night Michael Kae- 
shammer concert at the 
Rose Theatre. For a full 
schedule and more infor- 
mation, visit www.world- 
ofjazz.ca. 


Performing arts group sets the stage for school 


The beginning of a new 
school year is always filled 
with a collection of emo- 
tions from both students 
and parents alike: anticipa- 
tion, worry, stress, excite- 
ment, etc. 

While parents try to help 
set up their children for a 
prosperous school year by 
signing them up for more 
competitive math and 
sports programs, children 
are missing out on the 
proven benefits of artisti- 
cally-inclined programs, 
through which numerous 
social and intellectual skills 
are developed. 

Tosha Doiron, the owner 
of Stagecoach Performing 
Arts’ Mississauga location, 
often gets feedback from 
parents and her students 
that participating in per- 
formance-based arts pro- 
grams provide peripheral 
skills that they credit to in- 
creased academic achieve- 
ment, especially in 
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traditional subjects like 
math and English. 

“My favourite feedback is 
not necessarily that (a stu- 
dent) got a part in a school 
play, or booked a commer- 
cial, or got an agent, but 
rather that their teachers 
have noticed a real change 
in their child's confidence,” 
Doiron said earlier this 
week. 

“They are making eye 
contact when they speak in 
front of the class, are hav- 
ing more fun working with 
others and they are sharing 
their answers louder in 
class.” 

Having operated loca- 
tions both in Mississauga 
and Oakville, the educator 
said that it’s important to 
help students reach their 
full potential by teaching 
them about the arts and 
creativity, which has helped 
them learn many important 
life lessons. 

Some of the benefits of 


performance arts high- 
lighted by Doiron that are 
of benefit to children in- 
clude resilience, learning to 
fail, empathy, problem 
solving and confidence. 

“T still keep a picture on 
my desk of a report card a 
parent brought me years 
ago where their child's 
grades had gone up signifi- 
cantly. The teacher had 
noted a huge growth in 
confidence, collaboration, 
participation, social skills, 
and creative thinking, and 
when the teacher asked if 
they were doing anything 
different at home, the par- 
ent told me they owe it all 
to Stagecoach,” said Do- 
iron. 

The school’s program of- 
fers students experience in 
all three areas of theatrical 
arts, with each class provid- 
ing exposure and _ high- 
quality instruction in the 
specialized disciplines of 
singing, acting and dancing 


for children aged 4-18. 

The school has made it a 
focus of their program to 
foster ‘Creative Courage 
For Life’ through their 


weekly classes, which are 
designed to build confi- 
dence and cultivate young 
potentials; encouraging 
students to stretch their 


personal limitations and 


creativity. 
For more information on 
Stagecoach, visit 


www.stagecoachschools.ca. 
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Southside Shuffle celebrates 20 years in style 


by Alex Gregory 

It’s a milestone anniversary 
-- and everyone’s invited to 
shuffle in Port Credit for an 
entire weekend! 

The Southside Shuffle Blues 
& Jazz Festival celebrates its 
20th anniversary this Sep- 
tember with a series of mar- 
quee acts and events that are 
sure to put a hop and skip 
into the heels of local resi- 
dents throughout Mississauga 
and beyond. 

The festival started two 
decades ago in a soccer field 
near the centre of Port Credit, 
and has grown to encompass 
four days worth of entertain- 
ment, with more than 75,000 
people visiting the village 
each year and attending the 
four stages situated in Mem- 
oral Park -- not to mention 
the annual Street Shuffle, fea- 
turing a selection of perform- 
ers entertaining visitors along 
Hurontario Street on the Sat- 
urday afternoon. 

“20 years ago, (Southside 
Shuffle founder Chuck Jack- 
son) put together an idea... 
and that idea is still growing 
and growing,” said Shuffle 
board member Ron Duquette 
about the festival’s success. 

The sold-out Beggars Blues 


Banquet will kick off the festi- 
val with a southern-style buf- 
fet and performances from 
featured artists, followed by a 
Friday night marquee on the 
Blues & Roots Jam Stage 
alongside the Junior Jam 
workshops. 

American blues artist Coco 
Montoya, blues pioneer Savoy 
Brown and Juno Award win- 
ner Sue Foley are just some of 
the artists set to perform over 
the course of the weekend, 
which will close out on Sun- 
day evening with a perform- 
ance by Jackson’s 
award-winning Downchild 
Blues Band. 

The “Ladies Sing the Blues” 
throughout the weekend, with 
headline acts taking over mul- 
tiple stages, including Krista 
Blondin’s Tribute to Janis 
Joplin, Judy Brown, Rita 
Chiarelli, Angel Forrest, 
Cheryl Lescom, Maria Au- 
rigema and more. 

The festival will also feature 
a vendor village with many 
goods and art for sale, food 
vendors -- and the park is 
fully licensed, allowing visi- 
tors to travel with their bever- 
ages to different stages 
throughout the park. 


Over the past two decades, 
the festival has attracted 
many marquee acts, including 
Buddy Guy, Mavis Staples, 
Johnny Winter, Ronnie 
Hawkins, David Clayton- 
Thomas, The Fabulous Thun- 
derbirds, Fathead, The Funk 
Brothers, Charlie Mussel- 
white and Sab, among others. 
The festival has attracted “so 
many memorable perform- 
ances”, according to Shuffle 
board member Kristine Kane. 

To that end, a special Wall 
of Memories exhibit will be 
set up near the Port Credit Li- 
brary for visitors to share 
their memories or photos of 
the Shuffle’s past. 

Many festival favorites will 
also be on-hand throughout 
the weekend at the Scotia- 
bank Free Zone, featuring 
Paul James, Steve Strong- 
man, Harrison Kennedy, 
D’Mar and Gill, plus work- 
shops from Mississippi Delta 
and Zydeco along with the 
Toronto Blues Society Talent 
Search competition winner, 
Bywater Blues. 

Also new this year is a spe- 
cial Portraits of Honor exhibi- 
tion, which pays tribute to 
fallen Canadian soldiers in 


restore your old photos? 


6A Brant Avenue 
Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


flv @PazanGallery 


905-278-1374 


Afghanistan. 

The exhibition, hosted in 
partnership with Port Credit 
Legion Branch 82, Veteran 
Affairs Canada and Verve 
Senior Living, will showcase a 
hand-painted mural that de- 
picts the 158 Canadians who 
lost their lives in the line of 


duty. 

Artist (and former veteran) 
Dave Sopha will be on-hand 
throughout the exhibition to 
answer questions at the PC 
Legion about the work, which 
has been showcased at promi- 
nent sites throughout the 
world, including Vimy Ride 


Are you looking to 


Original 


Restorted 


and Juno Beach in France. 
Admission is free for the 
weekend events in Memorial 
Park. For more information 
and schedules, visit 
www.southsideshuffle.com. 
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Back to School 


Safety tips for returning students this fall 


For many parents and 
caregivers, back-to-school 
is a stressful time. 

With so many children 
are walking and biking to 
school, some may lack the 
skills to negotiate traffic 
safely. You can help them 
by stressing the following 
safety rules: 

- Walk on 
where available. 

- Always cross at intersec- 
tions. 

- Always wear a helmet 
when riding a bicycle. 

- Always walk your bicycle 
across a roadway. 

When crossing intersec- 
tions without signals or 
crossing guards, children 
should: 

- Stop before stepping 
into the road 

- Increase your visibility 
and indicate your crossing 
intention to motorists 

- Look in all directions be- 
fore crossing 

- Stop, Look and Listen 
for traffic 

- Cross safely when the 
road is clear 

- Walk, don't run, across 
the road 

- Where possible, use the 
buddy system 

When crossing intersec- 


sidewalks 


tions with signals, children 
should: 

- Push the pedestrian but- 
ton (where they exist) 

- Wait for the pedestrian 
walk sign 

- Increase visibility and 
indicate your cross inten- 
tion to motorists 

- Stop, Look and Listen 
for traffic 

- Watch for turning cars 
or trucks 

- Cross safely when the 
road is clear 

- Walk, don't run across 
the road 

When crossing with the 
assistance of adult crossing 
guards and student safety 
patrollers, cross only under 
the direction of the guard. 

Many children in the 
community must cross rail- 
way tracks daily. Ensure 
children are taught that the 
only safe place to cross rail- 
way tracks is at a desig- 
nated crossing. 

Back to school means 
more children walking and 
biking on the roads. 
Younger children often 
have limited experience 
with traffic and lack the 
skills to negotiate traffic 
safely. If you are need to 
take special care while driv- 


ing. 
Help your children walk 
safely to school by following 


these important safety 
rules: 

- Be aware of school zone 
signage. 


- Reduce speed in school 
zones. 

- Be ready to stop at all 
times. Children do not al- 
ways notice oncoming traf- 
fic. 

- Always try to make eye 
contact with children wait- 
ing to cross the road. 

- Be patient and wait for 
children to complete their 
crossing before proceeding. 

- Stop when directed to do 
so by a crossing guard. 


For parents/caregivers 
looking to register their 
child(ren), Peel District 
board schools will open to 
accept registrations on Aug. 
27. 
Parents looking to regis- 
ter must call before arriving 
at the school and bring all 
necessary documentation. 
For more information, visit 
www.peelschools.org/par- 
ents/register. 

For residents who have 
recently moved into Peel 
Region, or moving school 
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districts, you will need to 
register at your neighbour- 
hood school. 

To find your school, visit 
www.peelschools.org/scho 
ols/findyourschool. 

If your family is new to 
Canada, your child may 
need an orientation inter- 
view to register for school. 

To assist you with regis- 
tration, PDSBwill have 
three Welcome Centres 
open. For more informa- 
tion, call 905-366-8791 to 
book your appointment. 
There is no fee for registra- 
tion. 


Once the orientation in- 
terview is complete, parents 
will get an appointment 
card with the date their 
child can start school. 

This card must be 
brought on your child's first 
day, so that he or she can 
receive a new school sched- 
ule to complete the registra- 
tion process. 

The Peel Schools for In- 
ternational Students pro- 
gram is also currently 
offered as an option at Ap- 
plewood Heights, Clarkson, 
Rick Hansen and Harold M. 
Brathwaite secondary 


schools. 

The schools provide a 
unique, world-class pro- 
gram that integrates stu- 
dents from around the 
world into the dynamic and 
welcoming learning envi- 
ronment. 

International students in- 
terested in the program can 
visit peelschools.org/inter- 
national or call 1-800-668- 
1179 ext. 2638. 

For more information on 
back-to-school safety, visit 
www.peelpolice.ca/en/abo 
utus/backtoschoolsafe- 
tytips.asp. 


7s “ 
f Shutterstock 


Peel students being welcomed J oy Scout Learnshops allow 
back with orientation events 


by Alex Gregory 


More than 400 high school 
students and families new to 
Peel Region will attend a one- 
day World of Welcome 
(WOW) orientation between 
— 28 and Sept. 14. 

e orientation, held across 
17 schools in Mississauga and 
Brampton, will help students 
with their transition and pre- 
pare them for school in Sep- 
tember. 
Over 50 multilingual school 
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settlement workers from the 
board’s five partner commu- 
aed agencies will work to- 
gether with teachers and peer 
leaders to organize the events 
in schools. On orientation 
day, students participate in 
group activities that allow 
them to explore the school, 
make new friends, and learn 
about the various services 
and programs available to 
them. 


The WOW orientation is an 
excellent resource for second- 
ary school students and their 
families who are new to Peel, 
says facilitator Nala Moorthy. 
“Tt connects them with stu- 
dents and staff, familiarizes 
them with Ontario’s educa- 
tion system, and school rou- 
tines.” 

The WOW orientation is 
funded through the We Wel- 
come the World initiative by 
Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada. New- 
comer high school students 
who have completed their 
registration through the Peel 
board’s We Welcome the 
World Centres are eligible to 
participate. 

The Peel board’s We Wel- 
come the World Centres are 
currently open Monday to 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
for 2018-19 school year regis- 
tration and assessments. For 
more information and a com- 
plete list of participating 


schools and times, visit 
www.peelschools.org/new- 
topeel/register. 


people to shine 


Caledon resident Heather 
Kendall believes that experi- 
ences prove to be better gifts 
than things. 

That thought led Kendall 
to start Joy Scout Learn- 
shops, a platform offering 
unique learning experiences 
led by local artists, makers, 
chefs, and business owners, 
sharing their passion, ideas 
and skills. 

Kendall recently talked 
about bringing the commu- 
nity together as well as her 
passion for arts, crafts and all 
things that are ‘Made with 
Joy’. 

How did your business 
start? 

It started a couple of years 
ago when I thought about 
gifting experiences to family 
and friends instead of buying 
things that they may never 
use again. I started to think 
about all the amazing things 
there are to learn or experi- 
ence together and the many 
talented people I know with 
knowledge to share. 

I thought why not create 
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and organize events for those 
curious types like me? 

I bounced the idea of my 
friends and they all encour- 
aged me to go ahead with it. 

After thinking about it for 
two years, I decided to make 
a list of things I was curious 
to learn or that friends 
wanted to know how to do. 
The aim was to provide expe- 
riences to community mem- 
bers and gather audiences to 
those looking to share their 
skills. 

I finally got the courage to 
start last year, came up with 
a name, and by November I 
held my first Joy Scout 
Learnshop. 

Tell us about your first 
Learn shop. 

My first Learnshop was at 
the Belfountain Community 
Center and it was led by my 
friend who is unbelievably 
skilled at rustic sign making. 
I got the website up and run- 
ning and sold the tickets on- 
line. Twelve people attended, 
learned a new skill and took 
their completed work with 


them as Christmas gifts. 

How do you curate a list of 
upcoming events, do you get 
requests from community 
members or do you pitch 
ideas? 

I do a little bit of both. In 
the past, people have offered 
ideas and shown interest for 
a certain skill. I ask Joy Scout 
leaders to give presentations 
on a skill they are passionate 
about. And I have seen peo- 
ple with no experience have 
no problem communicating 
what they love to do. 

What are your future 
plans and vision for Joy 
Scout Learnshops? 

I_ want to build more 
bridges for interactive expe- 
riences in the community — 
find leaders and curious 
learners. It is amazing how 
people come together when 
you spread the net wide. 

For more information on 
the Joy Scout Learnshops, 
visit | www.joyscoutlearn- 
shops.com. 
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Paddling the Credit River for a cause this summer 


Lakeshore Corridor 
Community Team's flag- 
ship summer event, Paddle 
for the People, returns on 
Aug. 25 with bigger paddle 
boat races, live entertain- 
ment, silent auction, prizes 
and much more! 

The tenth annual 
fundraiser, which benefits 
the Compass Food Bank 
and local programs for 
less-fortunate children and 
residents, will see teams of 
two compete in paddle 
boat races at the Port 
Credit Legion to raise 
money for charity and help 
those living in the local 
community. 

Races will be held every 
hour in a _ round-robin 
tournament, and the win- 
ning team will be pre- 
sented with a special 
commemorative trophy! 

Entry fees are $299 per 
team of two (charitable tax 
receipts can also be is- 
sued). Boats are provided 
for the event, which begins 
at 11 a.m. and runs through 
the dinner hour. 
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Each team that registers 
will also receive lunch for 
two people and a steak din- 
ner for four people, the lat- 
ter of which will be held 
after the paddling portion 
of the event. 

Proceeds from _ the 
fundraiser will support a 
number of charitable en- 
deavors, including the Jim 
Tovey Kids to Camp Pro- 
gram, which sends 75 kids 
to local day camps through 
the Compass Food Bank, 
and the "Gift of Christmas" 
party, where LCCT gifts 50 
children with computer 
tablets to assist in their ed- 
ucation. 

Don't miss out — come 
out and make a difference 
in your community on Aug. 
25! 
Port Credit Legion is lo- 
cated at 34 Front St. N. 

For more information, 
email LCCT at Ilcctport- 
credit@gmail.com or call 
Jeff Atkinson at (416) 697- 
5240. 
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wey Your help is needed to keep our MHaB 


NEWS media voice alive here in Peel. JAS 
“Peel needs another Media Voice” 


Many of you have asked over the past year how you can 
help build another unique voice in Peel Region. We have 
set up a method for those of you that wish to donate 
and help support local media. 


Just click our link below to donate 


: Y gofundme Y 


Some of you have asked how much a news service is worth? 
Discussions over the past year have shown us that 
$2 per month is a reasonable subscription model. 
Funds will be used for our unique delivery system 
which brings you pop-out stories, linkable ads, video 
and audio, as well as continuing to bring you the 
very best in local content. 


For more information, please contact 
publisher@peeldailynews.com 


